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TERRITORIAL WATERS DISPUTE IN THE AEGEAN SEA: AN EXAMINATION OF THE
TURKEY-GREECE TERRITORIAL WATERS ISSUE
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OZET

Ege Denizi, Tiirkiye ile Yunanistan arasinda uzun yillardir siiregelen ve zaman zaman askeri gerilim
boyutuna ulasan ¢ok boyutlu bir deniz yetki alanlari ihtilafina sahne olmaktadir. Bu bildiride, 6zellikle
karasular1 sorunu cercevesinde iki iilke arasindaki yetki alan1 uyusmazliklari, tarihsel arka plani,
uluslararas1 hukuk baglami ve giincel gelismeler 1s1ginda analiz edilmektedir. Yunanistan, Birlesmis
Milletler Deniz Hukuku Soézlesmesi'ne (1982) taraf olarak karasularini 12 mile ¢ikarma hakkina sahip
oldugunu savunmakta; buna karsilik Tiirkiye, Ege Denizinin yar1 kapali bir deniz oldugunu ve s6z
konusu genisletmenin Tiirkiye’nin denize erisimini ciddi 6l¢iide sinirlayacagini ileri siirmektedir. Bu
nedenle Tiirkiye, 1995 yilinda TBMM tarafindan alinan bir kararla Yunanistan'i karasularii 12 mile
cikarmasinin "casus belli" (savas nedeni) olarak degerlendirilecegini ilan etmistir.

Sorunun kokeni, 1923 Lozan ve 1947 Paris Antlagsmalari'na kadar uzanmakta olup, bu antlagmalarda
Ege’deki ada, adacik ve kayaliklarin statiisii belirlenmis; ancak karasulari meselesi ilerleyen yillarda
Yunanistan’m tek tarafli girisimleriyle yeniden glindeme gelmistir. Tiirkiye, Ege Denizi'nde
karasularinin 12 mile g¢ikarilmasi durumunda, deniz alanlarinin %70'inin Yunanistan'in kontroliine
gececegini, bunun da adil olmayan bir paylasim anlamina gelecegini ileri siirmektedir. Ayrica Ege’deki
adalarin karasular genisletme yetkisine sahip olup olmadig1 konusunda da taraflar arasinda temel bir
gorilis ayriligi bulunmaktadir. Tiirkiye, anakara kiyilarina ¢ok yakin konumdaki adalara karasulari
taninmasinin hakkaniyet ilkesine aykiri oldugunu savunmaktadir.

Bildiride ayrica, taraflarin hukuki arglimanlari, kita sahanlifi, hava sahasi, FIR hatti ve adalarin
silahlandirilmasi gibi diger ilgili uyusmazlik alanlarina da kisa sekilde deginilmektedir. Bu sorunlar,
Ege’deki karasulan tartigmalarin1 daha da karmasik hale getirmekte ve taraflarin pozisyonlarini
sertlestirmektedir. Giincel gelismeler baglaminda ise 2020 sonras1 yasanan NAVTEX krizleri, Orug Reis
sismik arastirma gemisinin faaliyetleri ve bolgesel ittifak girisimleri (6rnegin Yunanistan-Fransa
savunma anlagmasi) Ege ve Dogu Akdeniz’de deniz yetki alanlar tartigsmalarini gok tarafli ve jeopolitik

bir boyuta tagimigtir.

Bu kapsamda c¢alisma, Tiirkiye-Yunanistan arasindaki karasulari sorununun sadece ikili iligkiler
baglaminda degil, ayn1 zamanda bdlgesel baris ve giivenlik acisindan da ele alinmasi gerektigini
vurgulamakta; taraflar arasinda uluslararas1 hukuk temelinde yapici ve siirekli bir diyalog
mekanizmasinin olusturulmasinin zorunluluguna dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Ayni zamanda bu sorunun

¢oziimiinde deniz hukuku mahkemeleri veya uluslararasi tahkim gibi mekanizmalarin daha fazla
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giindeme gelmesi gerektigi degerlendirilmektedir. Taraflarin maksimalist taleplerden uzak durarak ortak
cikarlar dogrultusunda uzlagsmaya varmasi, sadece Ege’de degil, Dogu Akdeniz'de de istikrara katki

saglayacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirkiye-Yunanistan Iliskileri, Karasular1 Sorunu, Ege Denizi, Deniz Yetki
Alanlar1, Uluslararasi Deniz Hukuku

ABSTRACT

The Aegean Sea has been the scene of a multidimensional maritime jurisdiction dispute between Turkey
and Greece that has been ongoing for many years and has occasionally reached the level of military
tension. This paper analyzes the jurisdiction disputes between the two countries, particularly in the
context of territorial waters, in light of their historical background, international legal context, and
current developments. Greece, as a party to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982),
argues that it has the right to extend its territorial waters to 12 miles; in contrast, Turkey asserts that the
Aegean Sea is a semi-enclosed sea and that such an extension would seriously limit Turkey's access to
the sea. For this reason, Turkey declared in 1995 that Greece's extension of its territorial waters to 12
miles would be considered a “casus belli” (cause for war).

The origin of the issue dates back to the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne and the 1947 Treaty of Paris, which
determined the status of the islands, islets, and rocks in the Aegean Sea; however, the territorial waters
issue was brought back to the agenda in subsequent years through Greece's unilateral initiatives. Turkey
argues that if territorial waters in the Aegean Sea are extended to 12 miles, 70% of the maritime areas
will come under Greek control, which would constitute an unfair division. Additionally, there is a
fundamental disagreement between the parties regarding whether the islands in the Aegean Sea have the
authority to extend their territorial waters. Turkey argues that recognizing territorial waters for islands
located very close to the mainland coast would violate the principle of fairness.

The statement also briefly touches on other related areas of dispute, such as the legal arguments of the
parties, the continental shelf, airspace, the FIR line, and the militarization of the islands. These issues
further complicate the territorial waters debate in the Aegean and harden the positions of the parties. In
the context of current developments, the NAVTEX crises that occurred after 2020, the activities of the
Orug Reis seismic research vessel, and regional alliance initiatives (such as the Greece-France defense
agreement) have brought the maritime jurisdiction disputes in the Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean to
a multilateral and geopolitical dimension.

In this context, the study emphasizes that the territorial waters issue between Turkey and Greece should
be addressed not only in the context of bilateral relations but also in terms of regional peace and security,
and draws attention to the need to establish a constructive and continuous dialogue mechanism between
the parties based on international law. At the same time, it is considered that mechanisms such as
maritime law courts or international arbitration should be brought to the fore in resolving this issue.
Reaching a compromise in line with common interests, away from maximalist demands, will contribute
to stability not only in the Aegean but also in the Eastern Mediterranean.

Keywords: Turkey-Greece Relations, Territorial Waters Issue, Aegean Sea, Maritime Jurisdiction
Areas, International Maritime Law
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